RELIGION IN INDIA AT ITS RISE

Firstly, the very wide and varied group of
Ideas about souls supposed to dwell within the
bodies of men and animals, and to animate
moving objects in nature (trees and plants, rivers,
planets, and so on). These may be summed
under the convenient modern term of Animism.

Secondly, we have Liter and more advanced
ideas about the so\ils supposed to animate the
greater phenomena of nature. These may be
summed up under the convenient modern tuna
of Polytheism.

Third!//, we have the still later idea of a unity
lying behind all these phenomena, both of the
first and of the second class, the hypothesis of
a 0110 iirst cause on which the whole universe
in its varied forms depends, in which it lives
and moves, and which is the only reality. This
may be summed up in the convenient modern
term of Monism.

Fourthly, we have the opposite view. In this
the first cause has either not been reached in
thought, or has been considered and deliberately
rejected: but otherwise the whole soul-theory has
been retained and amplified, and the hypothesis
of the eternity of matter is hold at the same
time. This may be summed up under the
convenient modem name of Dualism,
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